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Aars on attention, by M. Abt on mirror writing, by M. Bourdon on habit, 
by M. Marage on phonation and audition in recent French literature, and 
by M. d'Alonnes on the part played by voluntary effort in our estimation 
of lifted weights. 

On the other hand, the reviews and abstracts — though many of them 
are as good as usual — are in many cases somewhat cavalier in treatment 
and dogmatic in tone. If this means that modern French psychology is 
ripening towards a system, we need not complain. So far, it is Germany 
that has provided our experimental systems, while France has given us 
memoirs and monographs. M. Foucault's Psychophysique (reviewed by 
the author himself in the number before us) is an apparent exception to 
this rule ; but the book, useful as it is, cannot be ranked as systematic ; 
the writer lacks historical perspective, and is oftentimes superficial in 
treatment. When, however, M. Binet becomes dogmatic, we may hope 
that there is a systematic background to his pronouncements. A modern 
French psychology, written from the experimental standpoint, would be a 
most welcome addition to our technical apparatus. E. B. T. 

E Etica evoluzionista : Studio sulZa filosofia morale di Herbert Sftencer. 

Per Dott. Guglielmo Salvadori. Torino, Fratelli Bocca, 1903. 

— pp. x, 476. 

It has been the misfortune of the Spencerian philosophy that, in place of 
a dispassionate and impartial valuation of its merits, it has had to meet 
with an opposition so strong as to be almost virulent, or an undiscrimi- 
nating welcome by eager disciples ready to accept unquestioningly the 
dicta of its author as the final authoritative pronouncement of scientific 
speculation. Hence neither depreciation nor appreciation has helped to 
develop the Spencerian system or to correct its failings, and we are still 
without that candid and thorough examination of the Synthetic Philosophy 
which, on the one hand, would avoid laying too great stress on the merely 
verbal inconsistencies, or even the logical deficiencies in Mr. Spencer's 
presentation of his thought, and on the other, would not slur the real short- 
comings, whether metaphysical, psychological, biological, or ethical, of that 
thought itself, but would endeavor to reach and bring to light what is 
essential and unique in that conception of natural evolution which consti- 
tutes the Leit-motif of his philosophising, and to test critically, in the light of 
our latest scientific knowledge, the specific applications which he has made 
of this principle. It might seem as though the time had come, when such a 
valuation of the veteran philosopher's life-task might be made ; but we do 
not obtain it in the work before us, though that work is by no means with- 
out value. Dr. Salvadori is an ardent disciple of Mr. Spencer, and it is as 
such that he discusses the Spencerian ethical docrine. He is, however, a 
skilful advocate, who is not content with merely repeating the master's 
phraseology, but gives an intelligible and carefully reasoned explanation 
and defense of the Spencerian theory of ethics, insisting rightly that it 
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must always be studied in close and necessary connection with the rest of 
the Synthetic Philosophy. In one respect, at least, the defender of the sys- 
tem appears better equipped than its originator ; for Dr. Salvadori is thor- 
oughly at home, not merely in the literature which relates to the Spencerian 
system, but in the whole range of the ethical speculation of our day. If he 
over-rates the value of Mr. Spencer's attempts to harmonize or combine 
the doctrines of the opposed ethical schools, he appears to possess a clearer 
insight into the meaning of representative moralists than did the author of 
the Data of Ethics, and so can enforce the claims of the latter with a 
better chance of a favorable verdict from those who are familiar with the 
development of ethical philosophy. So, too, an adequate appreciation of the 
point of view of the various critics of the Synthetic Philosophy enables him 
not infrequently to meet them successfully on their own ground. Re- 
garded, then, as a defense of the Synthetic Philosophy, this book may be 
confidently recommended ; nothing so able on these lines has, I think, yet 
appeared in English, but it is too wholly a defense to be quite satisfac- 
tory as an exposition or as a criticism. In particular, the author all but 
ignores the essential weakness of the Spencerian metaphysics — a weakness 
which makes the most widely read of the volumes containing the Spen- 
cerian system, the First Principles, the most irritating and the least 
stimulating to the well-informed philosophical student. It is this crude and 
uncritical treatment of ontological and epistemological problems, which has 
blinded so many to the real value, within certain limits, of his evolutionary 
formula, and to the gain which has accrued to philosophical method by 
his constant endeavor to correlate it with that of science. Mr. Spencer' s 
metaphysical theories, however, do not affect his ethics very directly, and 
Dr. Salvadori may be congratulated on having presented the latter in a 
manner calculated to diminish the misunderstandings and misrepresenta- 
tions to which it has frequently been subjected. E. Ritchie. 

Les limites de la bielogie. Par J. Grasset. Paris, F61ix Alcan, 1902. — pp. 

iii, 186. 

In his preface, M. Grasset states that he here attempts ' ' to show that 
biology is not the universal and sole science, that the biological conception 
and the biological point of view are not the only modes of thought and 
apprehension, and that biology has limits which separate it from other 
sciences and other kinds of knowledge." With this end in view, M. 
Grasset gives us a work which consists very largely of extracts from a 
somewhat heterogeneous mass of writers, no fewer than one hundred and 
eight being quoted. M. Grasset' s own contribution to the question of the 
relation of biology to the other sciences does not appear wholly satisfactory. 
He seems to confuse two very different theses. In maintaining that biology 
is not the only science, or even the science 'par excellence,' he is on sure 
ground ; and he has an easy task in pointing out a certain extravagance of 
pretention involved in the phraseology sometimes used by such writers as 



